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Superbug rate
soars in Hawail

P had the highest
(PEvalence of drug-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus in the
nation last fall when 1,200 hos-
pitals, long-term care and reha-
bilitation facilities were
surveyed across the country.

The study covered 187,058 pa-
tients in the facilities, of whom
8,654 either were infected or
“colonized” with methicillin-
resistant staph A, said Susan
Slavish, infection prevention
and control coordinator at the
Queen’s Medical Center.

In participating Hawaii facili-
ties, 91 patients were identified
with the superbug out of every
1,000, compared with 46 per
1,000 patients in the study
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Dr. Steven Seifried holds a
petri dish of cultured staphy-
lococcus in his lab at the
John A. Burns School of
Medicine in Kakaako.

overall, she said.

Although she has seen drug-
resistant staph increasing here
over the years, Slavish said, “I

think [ was surprised we were
No.1.”

Other high superbug states
were Maine, New York and
South Carolina, which had more
than 60 patients with the drug-
resistant bug per every 1,000 pa-
tients.

The comprehensive study
was reported at the annual
meeting of the Association for
Professionals in Infection Con-
trol and Epidemiology June
25-28 in San Jose, Calif. Partici-
pating facilities were not identi-
fied, but more information will
be available when the study is
published, said Slavish, who at-
tended the meeting.
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